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Announcement Date: 
November 14, 2003

Effective Date: 
December 5, 2003

Document Number: 
SUBS.11.14.03.F.01002.CARE_Input_Output

Notification Category: 
Subscription

Target Audience:
Interexchange Carriers (Subscription)

Subject:
1500 Byte CARE Input and Output 



This notification contains information that may impact your software.  A response to this notification is requested no later than December 5, 2003.

Beginning February 5, 2004, Qwest will begin phasing out 960 byte formatted CARE input/output and begin the change to the industry standard 1500 bytes.  Qwest will provide both options (960 and 1500 bytes) until the official OBF “sunset” date of June 1, 2005 at which time all files must be formatted in only 1500 byte format.

Overview of Changes

· All existing fields currently used by Qwest will remain the same; the additional 540 bytes will be blank.

· The Version Number in the header and trailer records for 960 byte format will remain 0003.

· The Version Number in the header and trailer records for 1500 byte format will be 0004.

· The Accept/Process Record Count on the Acknowledgment File is being changed from positions 105-111 to positions 104-110 to comply with OBF standard. 

1500 Byte Record Layout Location

To view a copy of the 1500 byte Record Layout, go to the Regional Subscription System User Guide.  The RSSUG contains the 960 and 1500 byte record layout detail.  This information can be found by accessing our website at:  http://uswest.com/wholesale/rss/user.html.  Click on the Customer Accounts Record Exchange (CARE) Record Layouts.

To Make the Change for February 5

In order to make the initial transition as easy as possible, we will accept your change information via email.  If you wish to change your CARE format to 1500 bytes with the February 5 start date, please send an email to Jo Lloyd (jo.lloyd@qwest.com) by December 5, 2003.  In your email include your CIC code(s), name of your company, and your contact information.

If you wish to make the change after the December 5 cut off-date, you will need to submit a new Carrier Participation form (located in the Regional Subscription System User Guide Forms section).

If you don’t respond by December 5, 2003, we will leave you at 960 bytes until you make a change or until June 1, 2005 when all remaining 960 byte carriers will be converted to 1500 bytes.

Harriett Berry

Senior Process Analyst

Qwest Subscription

Note:  In cases of conflict between the changes implemented through this notification and any CLEC Interconnection Agreement (whether based on the Qwest SGAT or not), the rates, terms and conditions of such Interconnection Agreement shall prevail as between Qwest and the CLEC party to such Interconnection Agreement.
The Qwest Wholesale Web Site provides a comprehensive catalog of detailed information on Qwest products and services including specific descriptions on doing business with Qwest.  All information provided on the site describes current activities and process.  Prior to any modifications to existing activities or processes described on the web site, wholesale customers will receive written notification announcing the upcoming change.

